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methods of  conveyance that can be 
tied to the stories within and history 
of  the cemetery.  Mark your calendars 
and make sure to join us!

African drummers, Chinese Lion 
Dancers, and an Egyptian Oud 
performance were the highlights of  
The Homewood Cemetery’s 3rd 
Annual Founders’ Day Celebration.  
Commemorating the August 17, 
1878 opening of  The Homewood 
Cemetery, 2015’s Founders’ Day was 
entitled, “See the World!” and focused 
on the many cultures represented 
within the cemetery, not only by its 
78,000 permanent residents but also 
by the wide variety of  monument and 
architecture styles found throughout 
the grounds.  

Over 300 guests took advantage of  
the perfect summer weather to enjoy 
free musical performances, cemetery 
tours, and the opportunity to see the 
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inside of  the cemetery’s Tudor Gothic 
Chapel.  Members of  the Professional 
Car Society of  Western Pennsylvania 
displayed a variety of  vintage hearses, 
including a white 1957 Cadillac and 
a wonderful horse drawn hearse, 
complete with (fake) horse.  The Frick 

Art and Historical Center participated 
in our Founders’ Day Celebration for 
the second year in a row, providing a 
table of  “Travel Touchables,” antiques 
that visitors could handle, all of  which 
pertained to traveling in late 1800s/
early 1900s.

Our 4th annual Founders’ Day 
will take place on August 27, 2016 
and will be based on the theme of  
Transportation.  Plans are underway 
for more vintage cars (including more 
hearses!), scooters, trolleys, and other 

An actual hearse with a replica horse evokes the cemetery’s 19th century roots.

Steel Dragon Martial Arts performing 
a traditional Chinese Lion Dance.

Clayton Docent, Barbara Tischler,  
explains “Travel Touchables” from  

The Frick, Pittsburgh.

Beautiful 1957 Cadillac Hearse

Effigy	portraits	began	 to	appear	on	
American gravestones in the early 1700s. 
A few bas relief  portraits appear on our 
cemetery grounds.  At road’s edge in 
Section 5, Lot 277, is the Major Gustav 
Schleiter monument.  It is a deep relief  
of 	 an	officer	 and	German	 immigrant	
who fought gallantly in the American 
Civil War.  He rose in command in 
Company I of  the Seventy-Fourth 

(continued from page 6)

regiment to be Adjutant to the colorful 
Alexander von Schimmelfennig and 
was at his side in the infamous battle 
at Chancellorsville.  Schleiter’s neatly 
sculpted head is surrounded with a 
garland of  thickly carved oak and laurel 
leaves, references to both strength and 
victory.  Germans streamed into the 
Union Army in enormous numbers 
and this monument is a reminder of  
the extraordinary participation of  the 
foreign born in the Union cause and 
Schleiter’s ¾ pose portrait is augmented 
by a German epitaph praising him as a 
soldier, patriot and friend.

The Rural/Garden and the Lawn 
Park landscape ideals are part of  the 
evolution in culture and ideas of  death 
and are historic entities to be cherished 
and saved as important precursors of  
the next change—that of  the Memorial 
Park design advocating a clean sweep 
of 	 flush	markers	with	 neither	 upright	
nor	figural	forms.

  

(continued from page 3)

Smith was on board when the 
Pittsburgh Plan started but bowed out 
early on to concentrate on starting his 
own construction business, one that 
utilized integrated crews.

In his later years, Smith was a 
frequent speaker at local schools, 
talking about his work with the 
civil rights movement as well as 
the opportunities available in the 
construction trades. In 2004, over 
sixty years after he dropped out of  
school, Westinghouse High School 
awarded Nate Smith an honorary 
high school diploma.

Nate Smith died on March 31, 2011 
due to complications from Alzheimer’s 
disease and was laid to rest in Section 
29 of  The Homewood Cemetery. 
An in depth examination of  his life 
and work can be found in the 2010 
documentary, “What Does Trouble 
Mean? Nate Smith’s Revolution.”

Schleiter memorial
Sec. 5, Lot 277
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Dear Friends and Supporters,
Response to our “reanimation” of  The 

Homewood, newsletter of  The Homewood 
Cemetery Historical Fund, has been 
overwhelmingly positive.  We thank you for 
that and we are pleased to bring you this 
year’s installment.  In our last newsletter, we 
mentioned	briefly	how	much	had	changed	
in the decade since we last published, 
namely the ease with which digital 
technology allows us to reproduce photos 
and provide full color in our publication.  
Digital technology has also expanded the 
scope of  research we can do.  With so many 
resources available online, the type of  
stories	we	are	finding	is	allowing	us	to	give	
voice beyond the famous people who are 
at rest within The Homewood Cemetery.  
We hope in this current newsletter, and 
in those to come, to tell a wider variety of  
stories to better represent the diversity of  
our population.

 The Homewood Cemetery received 
a generous grant from The Roy A. Hunt 
Foundation towards creation of  cast 
aluminum	labels	for	significant	trees	within	
the cemetery.  This project forwards the 
educational responsibilities we took on 
when accepting our arboretum status 
in 2014. The markers will replace the 
temporary markers that were placed at 
various specimen trees two years ago. 

 Our front page article in this issue is a 
review of  last years’ Founders’ Day, which 
was a resounding success!  We hope you 
will join us for this year’s celebration, which 
will take place on Sunday, August 27.  Our 
theme this year will be Transportation, 
and we will be partnering with many 
wonderful people and groups, including 
The Frick, Pittsburgh; The Teenie Harris 
Archive at The Carnegie Museum of  Art; 
The Professional Car Society; The Kid’s 
Club of  the Fort Pitt Division of  the Train 
Collectors Association—and the list will get 
longer as our plans progress. 

We hope you will take advantage of  
what The Homewood Cemetery, and The 
Homewood Cemetery Historical Fund, 
has	 to	 offer.	 	 Be	 it	 a	 stroll	 on	 your	 own	
through our beautiful grounds, attending 
our Memorial Day services, or booking 
a walking tour, there is much to learn 
and much to enjoy.  We also ask that you 
continue to support historic Homewood 
Cemetery by making a tax deductible 
contribution to the Homewood Cemetery 
Historical	 Fund,	 a	 non-profit	 501(c)3	
charitable organization.

“The Homewood Cemetery, a place to 
remember and be remembered.”    

    

ANGELS AND OBELISKS

Angels and Obelisks explores the 
meaning of  American memorial 
art and landscapes. The focus on 
symbolism allows for a discussion of  
the	many	different	 classes,	 cultures,	
and religions found among the 
75,000+ people who have made The 
Homewood	 Cemetery	 their	 final	
home. From a turn of  the century 
Chinese cemetery to a forty-foot 
pyramid,	Angels	and	Obelisks	offers	
a unique opportunity to examine 
some of  the most intriguing works 
of  public art in Pittsburgh.
IN THE BEGINNING; SECTIONS 5, 3 and 8

When The Homewood Cemetery 
opened for business in 1878 only 
Sections 5 and 7 were available for 
purchase with the addition of  Section 
8 the next year.  Come meet some of  
the cemetery’s earliest residents and 
seek out the oldest (and in some cases, 
most memorable) monuments within 

the grounds.  In The Beginning is 
a fascinating look at “pre-Robber 
Baron” Pittsburgh and the diversity 
of  people and memorials discussed 
will surprise you.

Tours take from an hour to an 
hour and a half, depending on 
size and mobility of  the group. 
Admission to the tours is $10 per 
person for groups of  up to 15 people.  
Groups from 15 to 20 people will 
be	 a	 flat	 rate	 of 	 $150,	 payable	 at	
the	 cemetery.	 Proceeds	 benefit	 the	
preservation	and	educational	efforts	
of  The Homewood Cemetery 
Historical Fund. All tours require 
significant	walking	on	and	off	road.	
Neither tour is handicap accessible.

Please allow at least three days in 
advance to schedule a Guided Tour. 
Tours are by reservation only online 
at http://thehomewoodcemetery.org/
content.php?cat=contact&page=tours  
 or by phone at 412-260-6305.

Tour Season at The Homewood 
Cemetery has begun! Guided 
walking tours of  The Homewood 
Cemetery will be available Saturdays 
and Wednesdays at 11am or by 
request	 through	 the	 first	 week	 of 	
November. 

Available tours include:
TAKING IT WITH YOU, SECTION 14 

Section 14 of  The Homewood 
Cemetery is Pittsburgh’s most 
prestigious neighborhood. Situated on 
one of  the highest hills of  the cemetery, 
Section 14 is the permanent residence 
of  the Heinz, Benedum, Frick, Mellon 
families, and other prominent citizens 
of  the 19th and 20th centuries. The 
monuments of  Section 14 feature 
examples of  19th century architecture, 
ironwork, stained glass, sculpture and 
landscape design of  a quality hard to 
find	 in	 the	 living	city.	Taking	 It	With	
You features biographical information 
as well as discussion of  the monuments 
and landscape.
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tastes and talents in sculpture back 
with them to The States.  And much 
as the urban greenspaces provided 
by cemeteries predated public parks 
in most American cities, these same 
sculpture-filled	 cemeteries	 predated	
public art museums.   Our own sister 
cemetery, Allegheny, founded in 1844 
as	the	first	Rural/Garden	cemetery	in	
Western Pennsylvania, holds a Henry 
Kirke Brown angel monument at 
the George Hogg gravesite (c. 1850), 
thought to be one of  the earliest large-
scale bronze castings in America and a 
piece placed for public display almost 
50 years before Andrew Carnegie 
would found Pittsburgh’s Carnegie 
Museum of  Art in 1895.

By the time The Homewood 
Cemetery was founded in 1878 the 
success of  these early cemeteries 
had become their undoing—the 
massive	amount	and	variety	of 	figural	
sculpture set within hard to maintain 
natural spaces created visual and 
physical clutter.  Thus the second wave 
of  American cemeteries ushered in 
the Lawn Park style of  cemetery. The 
Lawn Park concept did away with such 
fripperies as lot fences, grave mounds, 
curbs, and excessive plantings in favor 
of  clean green lawns, judiciously 
placed trees, and sunlight.  Broad 
empty vistas, as seen when entering 
the main gates of  The Homewood 
Cemetery at S. Dallas Avenue, are 
part of  this deliberate landscape.  The 
restraint of  the landscape was echoed 
in the style of  marker placed within 
it—figural	sculpture	was	out,	replaced	
by	architectural	references,	specifically	
the placement of  one large family 
monument surrounded by small, 
matching headstones.

In spite of  the Lawn Park’s stylistic 
premise, sculpture is not absent in The 
Homewood Cemetery.  Admittedly 
not profuse, it never the less appears 
in monuments of  angels striking poses 
with a variety of  symbolic attributes, 
allegorical	 figures,	 and	 bas	 relief 	
portraits.  As far as angels go, the 
majority of  those found within The 
Homewood Cemetery are attached, 
physically, to some architectural entity.  

The Weber family angel in Lot 2 of  
Section 8 is possibly the most common 
of  our angels. She appears before a 
roughhewn rock, perhaps a reference 
to the rock rolled away from Christ’s 
tomb.  The lily stalk she holds in 
one hand and the lily blossom she is 
dropping with the other are most likely 
references to the regenerative nature of  
life. The selfsame angel can be found 
here and there throughout the older 
sections of  the cemetery, although not 
always with the matching rough-hewn 
boulder looking headstones in which 
the Weber family invested. 

Of  the allegorical sculpture within 
the cemetery, most are pretty young 
ladies.  80 year old retired carpenter 
Joseph Stivers (Section 16, Lot 32) is 
memorialized by a willowy woman in 
classical robes, her hair gathered in 
the traditional Greek chignon.  Her 
role	as	an	allegorical	figure	is	that	of 	
both	 a	 consolation	 figure,	 with	 eyes	
looking upward, assuring Mr. Stivers 
has risen to enter the kingdom of  
heaven, and a guardian who stands 
between the viewer and Stiver’s 
epitaph. She is unusual both in
that she is carved in the round 
(despite being placed in front of  
classical columns) and that she 
resides in Section 16, a part of  the 
cemetery almost entirely done with 
the Victorian in favor of  modern, Art 
Deco inspired markers.

(continued on page 8)
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“Mr. Smith is remembered for 
lying down in front of  a bulldozer 
in 1969 and causing work on Three 
Rivers Stadium and the USX 
Tower to shut down as thousands 
marched behind him in the streets 
of  Downtown Pittsburgh protesting 
the absence of  black union workers 
on those job sites. The role he 
played in working with then-
Pittsburgh Mayor Joseph Barr and 
union leaders to create a plan to get 
blacks and women into trade unions 
earned him national recognition as 
a civil rights leader.” –“Nate Smith; 
Leader who got blacks, women in 
unions” Pittsburgh Post Gazette, 
April 2, 2011.

Nate Smith joined the Navy in 
WWII, serving on a cruiser in the 
Pacific,	 until	 it	 was	 discovered	 he	
had lied about his age— he enlisted 
when he was 12 years old. Honorably 
discharged, the 14 year old parlayed 
what he learned about boxing in the 
Navy into a notable amateur career. 
He gained him the attention of  
Edgar Kaufmann, Jr., who sponsored 
the	 young	 fighter	 and	 would	 often	
introduce him as his “adopted son.” 
The	Navy	had	also	afforded	Smith	
two years’ experience operating 
heavy machinery. Concurrent with 
his boxing career, Smith would talk 
his way onto worksites to hone these 
skills in hopes of  joining a union. 
Trade unions of  the 1940s were 
segregated and Smith’s application 
was repeatedly denied. Finding a 
direct approach didn’t work, Smith 
traded four tickets to a sold out 

championship	fight	to	some	Union	
officials	 in	 exchange	 for	 a	 union	
card of  his own. 

Smith became active in the Civil 
Rights movement in the 1950s, 
focusing on the discrimination that 
tainted Pittsburgh construction unions 
and industry. In 1969, Smith founded 
Operation Dig, a program aimed 
at training African Americans for 
construction jobs. Edgar Kaufmann, 
Jr.	 helped	 finance	 Operation	 Dig,	
as did Elsie Hillman of  the Hillman 
Foundation. Smith mortgaged his 

home to cover equipment costs. In 
two years Operation Dig trained  90 
African American workers who then 
joined Pittsburgh trade unions. 

Despite union membership, African 
American construction workers were 
still being shut out of  jobs. Smith’s next 
move, in conjunction with the NAACP 
and other local civil rights groups, 
was to found The Black Construction 
Coalition (BCC). Established at the 
height of  the Black Power Movement, 
the	 BCC	was	 loud	 and	 effective	 and	
their protests were often met with 
violence from the police. Despite such 
resistance, the BCC halted work on ten 
Pittsburgh building projects, including 

a nationally publicized shut-down of  
construction on Three Rivers Stadium. 
On at least two occasions, Smith forced 
work to stop at construction sites by 
laying down in front of  the bulldozers. 
“I said hire me or run me over.” [“Nate 
Smith Biography - Fought His Way into 
the Union, Bulldozed Path for Blacks 
in Construction.” http://biography.jrank.
org/pages/2484/Smith-Nate.html.]

The BCC had forced the racism 
of  the construction trades into a very 
public light. In this way it opened 
the door for The Pittsburgh Plan, a 

coalition of  unions, local government 
and civic groups that was to support 
and improve further integration of  
African Americans into construction.
(continued on page 8) 

“Black Monday” demonstration with Mike Desmond, Rev. Jimmy Joe Robinson, 
Nate Smith, and Byrd Brown in front, and others including Lloyd Bell, Dr. Norman 

Johnson, Aaron Mann, Louis Boykins, Vince “Roots” Wilson in light colored hat, 
police officer William “Mugsy “Moore, James “Swampman” Williams, and Matthew 

Moore in background, Freedom Corner, Lower Hill District, September 1969.
©2006 Carnegie Museum of Art, Charles “Teenie” Harris Archive.

Marker for Nate Smith and Family, Section 
29, Lot 208, The Homewood Cemetery.

American sculpture produced by 
formally trained artists was negligible 
in	the	early	1800s.		Where	significant	
painters of  the era—Benjamin West, 
Gilbert Stuart, and John Trumbull, 
etc.—had left the states to train with 
European artists, American sculpture 
remained in the realm of  daily 
living.		Gravestones,	ship	figureheads,	
stone and marble mantlepieces were 
produced by artisans whose names 
are mostly unknown to us. 

Cemeteries gave academic 
sculpture a foothold in America, 
specifically	Mount	Auburn	Cemetery	
in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  
Founded in 1831, Mount Auburn was 
the	very	first	cemetery	in	America—
cemetery	 (a	 non	 profit	 business/
landscaped setting) as opposed to 
graveyard (extension of  another 
entity/solely functional landscape 
of  no design). Based largely on Pere 
La Chaise in Paris, Mount Auburn 
encouraged the placement of  
inspiring	 figural	 sculpture	 within	 its	
sylvan landscape.  The market this 
created for sculpture would be echoed 
in each successive city that installed 
a cemetery.  Whether this demand 
sent American sculptors to Europe to 
study or whether their migration was a 
timely coincidence, artists starting with 
Horatio Greenough and continuing 
with Randolph Rogers, Thomas Ball 
and others, went to Europe in the 
1840s and 1850s, bringing European 

Pasquale Navarro, Nate Smith, Angelo 
Carboni, and Judge David Olbum at 

press conference announcing the signing 
of the Pittsburgh Plan, October 1970.

©2006 Carnegie Museum of Art, Charles 
“Teenie” Harris Archive.

The Weber family angel 
Sec. 8, Lot 2

This allegorical figure stands watch at the 
James Stivers memorial

Sec. 16, Lot 32
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A strike was brewing and Joseph 
Ramsey, president of  the Wabash 
Railroad, had traveled to New 
York City to confer with railroad 
magnate and chairman of  the 
board of  The Wabash, George J. 
Gould.   It was there that Ramsey 
received word his 27 year old 
daughter, Anna, had contracted 
typhoid fever while on a group tour 
of  The Holy Land.  Her group had 
been forced to leave her and her 
sister, Helen, behind in Cairo.  What 
followed was a 14 day, 9,000 mile 
journey that utilized the swiftest 
cross continent transportation 
available in 1903; a journey 

that was followed breathlessly in 
newspapers worldwide.  Millions 
read daily accounts of  Ramsey’s 
race to his daughter’s side.  It was 
almost certain his daughter was 
dying—the question was, would he 
reach her before she did?

Joseph Ramsey’s split-second 
decision to depart for Egypt 
was supported not only by the 
management of  the Wabash but 
also	 by	 the	 workers,	 who	 offered	
to suspend their threat of  a strike 
until Ramsey had returned from 
his unhappy pilgrimage.  Before 
leaving for Egypt, Ramsey sent 
a bulletin to the entire Wabash 
system, part of  which was quoted 
in a March 31, 1903 article in 
The Logansport Reporter: “I leave 
the operations of  the Wabash, 
on going to Egypt, in the hands 
of 	 officials	 and	 employees	 with	

full	 confidence	 that	 they	 will	 all	
pull together harmoniously and 
keep	 the	 Wabash	 banner	 flying	
successfully until I return.” 

Getting to Egypt from New York 
City in 1903 required a much 
more circuitous route than would 
be	taken	today	and	the	first	leg	of 	
Ramsey’s journey was a 3 day trip to 
the port of  Southampton, England 
aboard the steamer The Kronprinz 
Wilhelm of  the North German 
Lloyd line.  An April 1, 1903 article 
in The Carroll Harold reported that, 
upon reaching Southampton, 
“[Ramsey] will cross to Havre 
with all haste and then go by rail 

to Marseille, where a ship will be 
taken April 2 for Alexandria.  This 
is a four days trip.”  Indeed, Le 
Havre to Marseille is a trip across 
the entirety of  France.  By 1900 
France could boast over 38,109 km 
of  railroad track, giving it the third 
largest percentage of  the European 
rail system.  Ramsey had reliable, 
speedy transportation waiting for 
him once he arrived in France.

Upon reaching Marseilles, 
Ramsey booked passage on a boat 
to Alexandria, Egypt, a trip of  1,807 
nautical miles.  The rail system in 
Egypt was not nearly as large or 
advanced as that in France but the 
route from Alexandria to Cairo 
had been put in place roughly a 
decade before, providing  Ramsey a 
direct route to Anna, albeit a direct 
route of  137 miles.  Joseph Ramsey 
disembarked at The Central 

Railway Station in Cairo on April 
6, 14 days after he had received 
word of  Anna’s illness.  

According to an April 7, 1903 
article in the Chicago newspaper, 
The Republic, Joseph Ramsey sent 
updates on Anna’s condition almost 
immediately upon arriving at her 
side: “Edward T. Clapp, private 
secretary and brother in law of  Mr. 
Ramsey was much encouraged 

by a cable received yesterday 
morning, stating that Miss Ramsey 
was better.  In the afternoon 

another cablegram was received, 
stating that alarming symptoms 
had developed and at 4:30 in the 
afternoon another cablegram was 
received by Mr. Clapp, stating that 
Miss Ramsey had passed away at 
9:30 o’clock that night.”  

The Washington Times ran the 
following article on April 8, 
1904: “RAMSEY WINS RACE 
BUT DEATH TAKES PRIZE.  

President Ramsey of  the Wabash 
Railway company has won his race 
with time but death has claimed the 
prize.  His daughter, Anna Ramsey, 
died [in Cairo] last night, less than 
twenty four hours after the railroad 
magnate’s arrival from the United 
States, when he came as fast as 
steam could bring him, in response 
to a cablegram announcing the 
young woman was dying.”

Following Anna’s death, Ramsey 
and his surviving daughter, 
Helen, began their journey home.  
Newspapers back in the States 
followed not only their journey but 
that of  Anna’s body, which was 
sent	back	to	America	via	a	different	
route: “The body of  Miss Anna L. 
Ramsey, who died in Cairo Egypt 
last week was sent to the United 
States by the Mediterranean route 
and is expected to arrive in new 
York on May 5 on the steamer 
Trave.  Contingent upon the arrival 
of  the steamer, the funeral will take 
place in Pittsburg Pennsylvania 
May 7 [Decatur Daily Review, April 
18, 1903].”  Ramsey and Helen 
arrived in New York City on the 
steamer St. Paul on or around April 
27.
Reports	 differ	 slightly	 but	

indicate that Anna’s body arrived 
back in the states on or around May 
12, 1903 aboard the steamship, 
Hilltarn.  The Sedalia Evening Sentinel 
had predicted in an article from 
April 23 that Anna’s body would 
arrive 5 days earlier and at that 

point had surmised, correctly, that 
“the funeral of  Miss Anna Ramsey 
will probably be held in Pittsburg…
and	as	a	number	of 	the	officials	of 	
the Wabash expect to attend the 
funeral, it has been deemed best to 
again defer the annual meeting of  
the Wabash veteran corps.”  

Anna’s funeral took place on 
May 13, 1903.  The interest in her 
death seems not to have waned as 
articles about her funeral appeared 

in newspapers nationwide.  A 
representative example of  these 
write ups can be found in the 
detailed May 19, 1903 article from, 
The Indianapolis Journal:  

“BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS.  
With all the memories of  the 
recent troubles brushed aside, 
the Wabash employees, who two 
months ago threatened to strike, 
on Thursday last sent beautiful 
flowers	 to	 grace	 the	 obsequies	 of 	
Miss Anna Laura Ramsey, eldest 
daughter of  the chief  executive 
of  the Wabash.  All the bitterness 
of  the dispute with the president 
was drowned with sympathy for 

the father.  From the Brotherhoods 
of  Locomotive Engineers and 
Firemen on the system was sent a 
broken wheel, while the Wabash 
conductors sent a representation 
of 	 ‘Gates	Ajar.’	 	From	the	officers	
of  the Wabash was received a 
casket cover and this whole cover 
was	hidden	by	a	mass	of 	flowers.		A	
large pillow ”At Rest,” included an 
immense wreath of  roses from the 
general Eastern agencies; wreaths 
of  laurel and of  lilies went to make 
one of  the most striking tributes, it 
is stated by a Pittsburgh paper, ever 
paid at a funeral in that city.”  

Joseph would outlive Anna by 13 
years, passing away in July of  1916.  
The family is at rest in lot 11 of  
Section 10 within The Homewood 
Cemetery.  

Joseph Ramsey, Jr.’s route from New York City to Cairo, Egypt.

Anna Ramsey, Senior Photo, 1900. 
Courtesy of Smith College Archives.

Postcard of Kronprinz Wilhelm, c1910.

Anna Ramsey’s Passport, 1903.  Passport 
Applications, 1795,-1925, National  

Archives and Records Administration.

The Ramsey family at rest. 
Sec. 10, Lot 11
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