
The commitment of  The 
Homewood Cemetery to uprighting 
fallen stones throughout the cemetery 
benefitted one of  the cemetery’s 
oldest, and one of  Pittsburgh’s rarest 
historic sites: The Chinese Cemetery 
in Section 3 of  The Homewood 
Cemetery. One of  (if  not the) earliest 
Chinese cemeteries in the Eastern 
United States, Lot 488 of  Section 
3 was purchased in 1901 by The 
Chinese Funeral Association. That 

same association made abutting 
purchases in 1903, 1918, and 1929, 
adding lots 507 through 513.  

The nature of  The Chinese 
Cemetery has made its maintenance 
problematic.  Unlike burials throughout 
the rest of  the cemetery, most burials 
within The Chinese Cemetery were 
not meant to be permanent.  The 
importance of  ancestors in Chinese 
culture discouraged burial in a foreign 
land and those who could afford to 
do so arranged for their remains to 
be returned to their homeland several 
years after an initial burial. The 
temporary nature of  these burials 
meant that headstones in The Chinese 
Cemetery were used more as place 
markers and, as they were intended 
to be discarded, they were never set in 
any sort of  foundation.   

For the many who lacked the 
money and/or the connections in 
China necessary to see their remains 
back home, The Chinese Cemetery 
in Section 3 became their final 
resting place. Thus, The Chinese 
Cemetery evolved into an aggregate 
of  permanent burials marked by 
headstones that were only intended to 
last about 5 years.  Erected in shallow 
ground and lacking any sort of  

foundations, the white marble tablets 
became crooked (at best) or broken 
and toppled (at worst.)  The restoration 
involved uprighting, leveling, and 
resetting the tablet markers that have 
shifted or fallen.  Restoration work on 
this vital part of  Pittsburgh’s history 
began in June. Once completed, our 
uprighting work will continue in other 
historic sections in the Cemetery. 
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“Yesterday’s News” will be an 
occasional feature where we share, word 
for word, historic newspaper articles 
pertaining to The Homewood Cemetery 
or the people therein.  

Hostess to Royalty Keeps Silent 
on Situation in England

Former King Edward’s friend, 
Mrs. W. Barry [sic] Brown, came 
back to her Pittsburgh home today 
in the midst of the criticism directed 
against her “international set” by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury.

But the socially famed Mrs. 
Brown maintained a cold silence.

“Thank you, no; I never talk,” 
Mrs. Brown said at the door of her 
mansion at 5742 Fifth Ave.

For several years, she has 
maintained a home in London 
where she has entertained British 
big-wigs.  As Prince of Wales, 
the now exiled monarch was a 
frequent guest at her parties.

Society in the gay, exclusive 
circles in which she moved, 
met with the disapproval of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury.  In a 
special dispatch from London, 

Mrs. Brown is described as a 
“multimillionaire dowager from 
Pittsburgh who takes a house 
in London each season and 
entertains the most important 
personages at brilliant parties.” 
The dispatch continues:

“She has often had King 
Edward as a guest along with 
other members of the royal family.

“When this bountiful lady was 
presented to court about 10 years 
ago, Mrs. George Barnett, of 
Washington, a cousin of Wallis 
Simpson, was a guest at her 
London house and was presented 
to the King at the time.”

Mrs. Brown, shying from 
reporters, would have nothing to 
say about her smart set in London 
or about the “royal romance.”

Numerous other prominent 
social figures are named as 
members of the “group of wealthy 
Americans who were Edward’s 
friends.”  They are described 
as “indignant” at the references 
made by the prelate.

--Pittsburgh Press,  
   December 15 1936.

Marker for The Chinese Cemetery of The 
Homewood Cemetery, established by the 
Chinese Cemetery Association in 1901.

Chinese burial markers awaiting resetting 
(above and bottom left).
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The Garden Club of  Allegheny 
County provided The Homewood 
Cemetery Historical Fund with two 
significant trees in honor of  Mary 
Flinn Lawrence and her work to 
secure the vote for American women.  
This was the second of  two grants, the 
first being for removal of  overgrowth 
around the mausoleum of  William 
Flinn (lot 100, Section 14), final 
resting place of  Mrs. Lawrence, in 
preparation for the 2020 centennial 
of  the 19th Amendment.

A founding member of  the Equal 
Franchise Federation, Lawrence 
was a major player in the WWI era 
push for a state amendment granting 

women the vote.  The Federation’s 
goal of  a state amendment was 
unsuccessful but their high profile 
tactics, their dedication to taking 
their message into rural areas, and 
their efforts to include working class 
women and women of  color in their 
efforts modernized a movement that 
had been stuck in an Abolitionist 
era mindframe.  Known as “The 
Pittsburgh Plan,” their tactics were 
used by suffragists nationwide. 

Lawrence is best known for her 
home, Hartwood Acres, which she 
sold to Allegheny County in 1969 
for its current use as a park.  It is her 
final resting place at The Homewood 

Cemetery, however, that places her 
within the larger story of  suffrage, 
collocating her with Pittsburgh 
suffrage activists from a variety of  
generations, class situations, races, 
genders, and religions.  

This year’s grant from The Garden 
Club of  Allegheny County provided 
for the planting of  a Chestnut Oak 
tree on lot 100 in Section 14 and a 
Silver Linden in another Flinn family 
lot close to the Cemetery’s Chapel on 
South Dallas Avenue.  These trees 
honor Mary Flinn Lawrence and 
support The Homewood Cemetery’s 
work as an accredited Arboretum.   
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Dear Friends and Supporters,
We hope that you were able to 

enjoy some of  the innovative new 
programming The Homewood 
Cemetery Historical Fund offered 
this past year.  Since the last issue of  
The Homewood, several musical 
performances were staged in the 
cemetery’s historic chapel and on June 
21st of  this year, The Homewood 
Cemetery observed International 
Make Music Day by hosting an 
open air flute and oboe recital on the 
cemetery grounds.  The Homewood 
Cemetery Historical Fund’s walking 
tour, “Audacious Pioneers; The Ladies 
of  Section 14” was so popular that we 
are offering it again this year.

In response to our current Capital 
Campaign, generous grants from 
local foundations were received which 
will allow T.H.C.H.F. to continue to 
undertake major projects over the next 
two years.  The Hillman Foundation 
provided funding for restoration of  
historic buildings, resurfacing of  
historic roadways, as well as resetting 
and restoring monuments that have 
fallen due to ground subsidence and 
foundation deterioration.  Over 400 
historic memorials have been reset to 
date and one of  the many examples 
of  this initiative was highlighted on the 
cover of  this issue. The Roy A. Hunt 

Foundation continued its support of  
The Homewood Cemetery Historical 
Fund with a grant toward preservation 
and beautification efforts, while 
The Remmel Foundation of  PNC 
Charitable Trusts provided support 
for digitization of  The Homewood 
Cemetery’s vital historic records.  We 
are thrilled to announce that The Fund 
has been awarded a very generous 
grant from the Richard King Mellon 
Foundation. This will directly support 
preservation of  historic monuments, 
improvements to infrastructure 
including sidewalks and updates to the 
functionality of  our storm drainage 
systems as well as environmental 
health initiatives through care of  our 
treasured tree canopy as a nationally 
accredited Arboretum. 

The Homewood Cemetery 
celebrates its 140th anniversary this 
year and as the Cemetery moves into 
its second century, we sincerely thank 
you for your support of  this unique, 
historic, and hallowed site.  Please 
consider a gift to The Homewood 
Cemetery Historical Fund to aid 
efforts to maintain the beauty, the 
history and cultural significance of  this 
one-of-a-kind landmark.

    



36

The Chapel at The Homewood Cemetery was the site of several significant concerts this past year, the success of which has set a 
happy precedent, attracting more musicians to the space and expanding the cemetery’s musical programming.

 
entire life, with the exception 
of about one year following 
his marriage, which was an 
unfortunate one…His will was 
written shortly before the divorce 
was granted in 1949.” [Brief on 
Behalf of the Trustees of Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh, Estate of 
Edward C. Bald, Jr., No. 3236 of 
1951.]  

Five years after Edward Bald 
Jr.’s death, the court decided 
against Harvard and the Carnegie 
Library, keeping their share of 
Bald’s estate at 1/7th.  Bald’s will 
did not specify how the Carnegie 
Libraries were to make use of his 
benefaction.  The library created 

the Edward C. Bald Jr. Endowment 
for the sole benefit of The Music 
Department.  Established in 1956 
at the conclusion of the court case, 
the Bald Endowment continues to 
provide much needed funds for a 
variety of the department’s needs.  

Edward C. Bald Sr., Edward 
C. Bald Jr., Joan Seeley Bald, and 
Kate Bald are all at rest in a lovely 
Art Deco mausoleum on lot 68 
of Section 25 of The Homewood 
Cemetery.

  

The Bald Family mausoleum, Lot 68, Section 25

Bookplate commemorating bequeathment 
by Edward C. Bald, Jr.

On Sunday, October 15, 2017, The 
Pitt Men’s Glee Club gave its final 
performance of  the repertoire of  songs 
they performed at The American 
Cemetery in Flanders Field as part of  a 
World War I memorial service sponsored 
by the government of  Belgium. Their 
performance at The Homewood 
Cemetery included members from the 
Steel City Men’s Chorale, a newly formed 
men’s choral ensemble comprised of  
local singers from the greater Pittsburgh 
area. Closing their performance with a 
musical setting of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
John McCrae’s famous WWI poem, In 
Flanders Fields, served as a moving tribute 
to the many WWI soldiers and veterans at 
rest within The Homewood Cemetery.

Later that same month, students of  
The CMU Music Preparatory School 
performed a series of  original compositions 
based on the lives of  composers and 
musicians at rest within The Homewood 
Cemetery.  This site-specific performance 
in the Cemetery’s chapel was the result 
of  an ongoing partnership between The 
CMU Music Preparatory School and 
Pittsburgh History and Landmarks, in 
which an historic site is chosen for the 
students to study and respond to via 
original compositions.  Of  the list of  
composers at the Cemetery provided 
to the students, they chose to create and 
perform works inspired by Walt Harper, 
Erroll Garner, Gertrude Rohrer, Churchill 
Kohlman, and the musical Freibertshauser 
family.  Ranging from elementary school 
age up through middle school, the young 
musicians created a diverse and lively 
program, one that filled the Chapel with 
an amazing range of  musical styles and 
stories.

By far the most ambitious of  the 
musical programs to take place at The 
Homewood Cemetery this past year were 
the March 18 and 19, 2018 performances 
by Resonance Works, an artist-driven, 
multi-modal performing arts company. 
The 90 minute program was comprised 
of  eight works by seven composers (five of  
whom are still living) from six countries.  
The program featured the Pittsburgh 
premier of  the Pulitzer Prize winning 
composition, little match girl passion, by 
David Lang.  A song cycle of  the Hans 

Christian Andersen story, little match 
girl passion puts the plaintive fairytale 
in a musical setting based on Bach’s St. 
Matthew Passion, using only voices and 
percussion.  Pittsburgh in the Round 
described the sold-out performances as 
“a stunning, site specific experience born 
of  a well-conceived partnership with The 
Homewood Cemetery…[Resonance 
Works director Maria Sensi ] Sellner’s 
setting this piece and the entire program 
in such a perfectly evocative and reverent 
place demonstrates the creative intuitive 
creativity at the heart of  the Resonance 
mission.”

2018 would be the first year The 
Homewood Cemetery would participate 
in the International Make Music Day.  
Make Music is a free celebration of  music 
that is held on the same day in more than 
800 cities in 120 countries.  The event’s 
website describes Make Music Day as, 
“completely different from a typical music 
festival, Make Music is open to anyone 
who wants to take part. Every kind of  
musician — young and old, amateur and 
professional, of  every musical persuasion 
— pours onto streets, parks, plazas, and 
porches to share their music with friends, 
neighbors, and strangers. All of  it is free 
and open to the public.”  Flutist Zoe 
Sorrell and some of  her students chose 
The Homewood Cemetery as their 
performance site for the day, setting 
up in various locations throughout the 
Cemetery, creating a path of  music 

leading from the South Dallas Avenue 
entrance down to the Posner Pond.

Finally, Founders’ Day celebrations at 
the Cemetery this year featured a stellar 
sing-along performance in the Chapel 
by Steel City Ukes.  Over twenty ukulele 
players took over the Chapel to lead an 
appreciative audience in such songs as 
“Has Anybody Seen My Gal?” “I’m 
Just Wild About Harry” and “I’ve Been 
Working on the Railroad.”  The Chapel’s 
perfect acoustics did not discriminate and 
the ukes sounded grand.

The next musical performance slated 
for the Chapel will be an April 27, 2019 
performance by NAT28, a Pittsburgh-
based contemporary music consortium. 
The program, tentatively titled, 
“Creation/Preservation” will premiere 
a new work by local composer Jean-
Patrick Besingrand exploring traditional 
Buddhist chant and notation.  The bulk of  
the performance will be an excerpt from 
John Cage’s Apartment House 1776, a 
work written for the Bicentennial in 1976 
that features four singers representing the 
four religious traditions of  1776 America: 
Sephardic, Protestant, African American, 
and Native American.   We hope to add 
more musical performances to our 2018-
2019 programming schedule.  Keep up 
to date on all our programs, musical or 
otherwise, via The Homewood Cemetery 
Historical Fund page on Facebook.

 

The Resonance Works performance in the Chapel Photo by Alisa Milnthorp
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prize…gate money… or other 
remuneration…”  Amateurs could 
not earn a livelihood from their 
bike, could not receive monies 
teaching bike riding, or “[sell, 
pawn, exchange, barter or turn] 
into cash, or in any manner [realize] 
cash upon any prize won by him.”  
[League of American Wheelmen 
Constitution and Bylaws, 1897.]  
LAW racers thus competed for 
prizes ranging from diamonds to 
trophies to “a concert piano to a 
shaving mug with the champ’s 
initials etched in large gold letters,” 
but could not liquidate their prizes 
to pay their bills. [http://www.
hourdetroit.com/core/pagetools.
php?pageid=5173&url=%2FHour-
Detroit%2FMay-2009%2FHot-
Wheels%2F&mode=print].  

These restrictions frustrated 
Bald. “‘I have diamonds to sell, 
a houseful of pianos...and a silver 
brick which I won as a prize 
doing duty as a paper-weight in 
my butcher shop—you will find 
it on top of a lot of cheap brown 
wrapping paper…[As] I am in 
my prime as a rider it would 
be better for me to get into the 
professional class and get a little 
of the money these fellows are 
picking up…I am tired of riding 
for prizes which I am forbidden 
to convert into cash.’” [Decatur 

Daily Republican October 23, 
1895.] Bald left the amateur 
circuit in 1895, immediately 
picking up a lucrative sponsorship 
from Columbia Bicycles. Wearing 
their blue and white jersey in his 
races, appearing in Columbia 
advertisements and riding their 
bikes in his races earned him a 
handsome salary.  He would go on 
to win two international bicycle 
racing championships while riding 
for Columbia.

Columbia also manufactured 
automobiles and, in 1904, Bald 
left the bike racing circuit to work 
in the Columbia auto factory in 
preparation for the next phase of 
his career: “Since the decline in 
the popularity of bicycle racing 
little has been heard of Eddie 

‘Cannon’ Bald, the champion of 
old.  But if his hopes materialize 
his name will soon again appear 
among the speed merchants, this 
time as a racing chauffeur… It 
was immediately following the 
automobile show in NY last winter 
that Eddie Bald said good-by to 
his…cycling friends… to work in a 
factory in Hartford.  He began his 
motoring…filing motor castings.  
Through the successive stages of 
machining and assembling Bald 

was sent, until in the spring he 
came to test cars.” [Plain Speaker, 
February 17, 1905.]  Bald’s auto 
racing career was also successful 
and he added several more 
championships to his name.  He 
eventually retired from racing 
entirely, finding further success 
as a car salesman in Pittsburgh.  
All three phases of Edward Bald 
Sr.’s career—bike racer, car 
racer, automobile salesman—
proved newsworthy.  Decades of 
coverage on sports pages and in 
magazines ensured his life was 
well documented, both in text and 
photographs.  The same cannot be 
said for his namesake, who was a 
very different personality with a 
very different vocation.  

Edward Bald Jr. was born in 
1912, by which time his father 
had settled into a lucrative career 
as a car salesman.  The family 
lived in a 14 room home on Elgin 
Street in Highland Park.  Eddie 
Jr. attended Shady Side academy 
and then Harvard, earning 
both a bachelor’s degree and 
an advanced degree in Music 
Composition.  Upon completing 
his undergraduate work Bald 
returned to Pittsburgh in 1934 
at which time his mother, Joan 
Seeley Bald, was suffering from 
cancer.  Upon her death in 1936, 
Bald remained in Pittsburgh 
with his father, who would die of 
cancer in 1946. An only child, 
Bald inherited a sizable estate 
including the home on Elgin 
Street where he continued to 
reside. Bald composed music, 
none of which seems to have 
been published, and there is a 
question as to how much of it 
was ever performed.  At least 
one newspaper account mentions 
him removing compositions from 
a Pittsburgh Symphony program 
after attending a rehearsal of the 
performance.

On August 7, 1945 Bald married 
Mary Jane Bierman.  Their 

marriage certificate indicates 
Bierman had been divorced a 
little over a month before she and 
Bald became man and wife.  In 
less than three years her marriage 
to Bald also ended in divorce.  A 
salaciously toned article about 
their divorce in the February 28, 
1948 issue of The Pittsburgh Press 
describes her as “an ex-model,” 
whose first marriage at age 14 
was annulled. The divorce went 
through in 1949 with Bald being 
ordered to pay his ex-wife $400 a 
month in alimony.  Around this 
time Bald updated his will--Mary 
Jane would receive alimony but 
nothing from his estate.

On June 2, 1951, Bald’s friend 
Bruce Martin stopped by the 
home on Elgin to see if Bald 
had returned from a trip to New 
York City.  Bald’s trip was to 
consult an oncologist as he had 
been diagnosed with cancer.  
Bald had never left for the trip, 
choosing instead to take his own 
life.  His suicide, it was generally 
believed, was his way to avoid 
the suffering he had watched 
both his parents endure.

Much of the personal 
information available about 
Edward Bald Jr. comes from 

his will and legal documents 
surrounding its interpretation.  
Divorced with no children, Bald 
left the majority of his sizable 
estate in a trust to his spinster aunt 
Kate Bald, a spiritualist based in 
Lily Dale, New York.  Bald’s Will 
stipulated that, upon the death of 
his Aunt, what remained of the 
trust would be divided between 
five cousins, Harvard University, 
and The Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh.  Two of the cousins 
named in the trust predeceased 
his Aunt and, upon her death in 
1956, Harvard and The Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh contested 
the will, arguing that their shares 
should be increased from 1/7th of 
the estate to 1/5th.  

The question of how to best 
represent Bald’s intentions as 
set out in his will was the crux 
of the court case. Both defense 
and prosecution made specific 
mention of Bald’s personality and 
interests in their arguments.  In his 
Opinion for the Orphan’s Court 
of Allegheny County, attorney 
P. J. Boyles described Bald as, “a 
shy, retiring person who had few 
friends and few interests other 
than music…he devoted his time 
to musical composition, study, and 
practice.  Although he had been 
educated at Harvard College and 
the Harvard Graduate School, he 
never had to earn his own living.  
In connection with his musical 
study, he made extensive use of 
the Harvard College Library and 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh” 
[Opinion, P.J. Boyle, Orphan’s 
Court of Allegheny County in 
re: Estate of Edward C. Bald, Jr., 
deceased, No. 3236 of 1951.]”  The 
Brief on Behalf of the Trustees of 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
further reinforced Boyle’s 
description: “[Bald’s] chief interest 
was music and he appeared to be 
a competent performer on the 
French Horn, piano and violin…
He lived in Pittsburgh during his

  

Eddie Bald was born in 1874 
in Buffalo, New York, where his 
father owned a butcher shop.  All 
the family worked in the shop and 
Eddie, youngest of at least seven, 
used his bicycle to make deliveries.  
He was likely one of many delivery 
boys zipping through the streets 
of Buffalo on two wheels since, 
by that time, bicycles were firmly 
established in the United States.  
Design improvements would 
continue to make bikes safer, faster, 
and more affordable.  As bikes 
became more common, bicycle 
racing became a nationwide 
source of entertainment.  The 
1890s saw over 100 racetracks (of 
dirt, cement, or wood) established 
across America.  

16 year old Bald went from 
delivery boy to bike racer in 1890. 
His forceful sprints and breakneck 
speed earned him the nickname 
“Cannon” and he quickly became 
a top rider in the LAW circuit. 
LAW, or The League of American 
Wheelmen, was a national 
bicycle club founded in 1880 that 
regulated amateur bike racing.  To 
participate in LAW races riders 
needed to follow the “Amateur 
Rule” as written in the LAW 
constitution. The rule defined an 
amateur as, “one who has never 
competed in cycling for a cash 

Eddie Bald, Sr. (driving) with passengers early in his automobile career, 1904

EDWARD C. BALD.

Eddie Bald, Sr. on Spaulding Bike  
cover, c1895

Did “Cannon” Bald inspire a new dance? 
“White Flyer Two Step”, c1895.


