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Todd Sanders sets no course for his walks, freeing him to explore both  
the natural and the “man-made” features of the cemetery.

Todd Sanders’ doctor suggested 
he up his exercise regimen .  Five 
and a half  years later Sanders has 
walked 1,000 miles, all within the 
boundaries of  The Homewood 
Cemetery .

At the time of  receiving his 
doctor’s orders Sanders, a Pittsburgh 
native, was already acquainted with 
The Homewood Cemetery .  Friends 
of  his parents had lived nearby 
and as a child he had walked the 
grounds with their children to catch 
fireflies	in	the	summer.	He	revisited	
the cemetery as part of  a garden 
planning class while a student of  
Architecture at Carnegie Mellon, 
an experience that opened his eyes 
to the cemetery as a designed space .  
As an adult with a doctor-mandated 
mission,	 the	 low	 traffic	 and	 nine	
miles of  paved road within the 
cemetery suggested it would be the 
perfect place for his new regimen .  

Sanders sets no course for his 

walks, keeping track of  his routes and 
miles via the iBiker Cycling & Heart 
Trainer app . Thus unencumbered, 
he is free to explore both the natural 
and the “man-made” features of  the 
cemetery .   A graphic designer, book 
publisher, and furniture maker, 
Sanders contends that “artists are 
always looking at the natural world” 
for inspiration .  Over the years his 
walks have provided both ideas and 
materials for a variety of  his projects .   
His long-term commitment to the 
cemetery for his walks has allowed 
for continuing projects, including 
a series of  photographs of  the 
sky, and a collection of  leaves that 
became the subject of  a handmade 
artist book .  

When Sanders began his walks 
the only person he knew at rest 
within the cemetery was Carnegie 
Mellon Associate Jill Watson .  
An adjunct faculty member in 
the School of  Architecture and 

a respected Pittsburgh architect, 
Watson died in the TWA Flight 800 
plane crash on July 17, 1996 and 
the bespoke monument her parents 
commissioned for her is a landmark 
in Section 19 . As the years have 
passed so too have several of  
Sanders’ business clients, and his 
walks frequently take him past 
long-time head of  the Pittsburgh 
University Press, Fred Hetzel, and 
Esther Tucker of  The Tuckers 
antiquarian book store, a legendary 
part of  Squirrel Hill’s history .

Having walked the equivalent 
of  a round trip from Pittsburgh to 
Boston without ever leaving the 
cemetery, Sanders’ next goal is to 
reach 2680 cemetery-based miles, 
which would be comparable to 
walking the width of  the United 
States.	 	While	 his	 first	 1000	miles	
took six years to complete, Sanders 
is hopeful his new goal won’t take as 
long .  He is, after all, healthier and 
faster than when he started .  And he 
knows his route very, very well .

 

snow or rain, he went to place feed 
in bird houses which he had erected 
in the cemetery .” [Pittsburgh Press, 
September 12, 1949.] Troop 55286 
also installed boxes in Section 3, on 
the Cemetery fence along Willard 
Avenue, and on another fence within 
the cemetery grounds .

Many thanks to the young ladies 
of Troop 55286 for helping The 
Homewood Cemetery maintain 
and care for some of the many 
birds who make the Cemetery 
their home! 

 

Clockwise from the top: Girl Scout 
Troop 55286 placing bird boxes in 
Section 13, Section 3, and posing behind 
the headstone of Attorney Houlden in 
Section 13.
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Dear Friends and Supporters,
Welcome to Spring and to our 

annual Newsletter!   Moving our 
publication date of  the newsletter 
to April allows us to announce the 
Historical Fund’s programming for 
Spring, Summer, and Fall in time 
for you to take advantage of  our 
full calendar of  events .

Our Annual Memorial Day 
Remembrance Service will take 
place on Sunday, May 26 .   Bus 
tours of  the cemetery focusing on 
the graves of  veterans from the 
Revolutionary War through WWII 
will	be	offered	on	the	hour	as	part	
of  the day’s events .  The tours are 
free but, as seating on the bus is 
limited, reservations are required 
and can be made at 412-421-1822 .

Walking tours of  The Homewood 
Cemetery	will	be	offered	this	year	
starting in June and ending the 
first	week	of 	November.		Look	for	
new tours and some exciting guest 
docents this year!

Our 7th Annual Founders’ Day 
celebration will take place on 
Saturday, August 17, from noon 
until 4pm .  The theme of  this 
year’s Founders’ Day is “79,000 

Stories,” a reference to the 
number of  people who are at rest 
here within the Cemetery .  Details 
for Founders’ Day are being 
finalized	 but	 will	 include	 music,	
tours, food trucks, and other 
free, family friendly activities . We 
hope you will join us and take 
the opportunity to explore the 
cemetery grounds and chapel, hear 
some amazing stories, and enjoy 
the beautiful urban greenspace 
that the Cemetery provides .

All of  these events are created 
and presented as part of  the 
educational mission of  The 
Homewood Cemetery Historical 
Fund .  Much as the Historical 
Fund is the steward of  the historic 
grounds and architecture of  the 
Cemetery, so too is it the steward 
of  the thousands of  stories brought 
with them by the people at rest 
within the Cemetery .  We thank 
you for supporting this work and 
hope you can join us for some, if  
not all, of  this year’s Historical 
Fund programs .

    

  

On the last Saturday of  March, 
Girl Scout Troop 55286 of  Highland 
Park placed blue bird boxes they had 
built throughout The Homewood 
Cemetery . Troop 55286 built blue 
bird	 boxes	 to	 offset	 declines	 in	
bluebird population due to loss 
of  habitat and nesting sites .  The 
timing of  this project was important; 
bluebirds are secondary cavity nesting 
birds that take advantage of  natural 
or manufactured cavities to nest in 
the early spring . This native species 
is	not	only	beautiful,	they	benefit	the	
local ecosystem by eating bugs and 
pollinating fruit trees . 

Two boxes were placed adjacent to 
the grave of  Robert Houlden (Section 
13, lot 44), a local Attorney known 
for his love of  birds . Sometime in 
the 1930s or 1940s, Houlden set up 
a system of  bird feeders in Schenley 
Park .  When those were removed by 
the city he received permission from 
The Homewood Cemetery to set 
up feeders throughout the cemetery 
grounds . A graduate of  Harvard Law 
School with an impressive career, 
Houlden’s 1949 obituary focused on 
birds: “Burial will be in Homewood 
Cemetery, where every Sunday 
morning, Winter or Summer,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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John S. Craig
Elected to the Board of  Managers in 1926

died March 30, 1938
Sec . 14, lot 148
John	S.	Craig	was	an	official	at	the	

Riter-Conley Company, maker of  
structural iron products when he was 
elected to the Board of  Managers in 
1926, three years after he purchased 
lot 148 in Section 14 .  Like his fellow 
Board members he served on the 
boards	of 	other	non-profits,	including	
The Home for Incurables and 
Allegheny College, where he was a 
trustee .  His death on March 30, 1938, 
occurred just weeks before the opening 
and dedication of  the John S . Craig 
Reading Room at the Reis Library 
of  Allegheny College, a celebration 
at which poet Robert Frost gave a 
reading .  The Craig Room, described 
as a “recreational reading room,” 
was a popular part of  the Allegheny 
College campus until the Reis Library 
was replaced by the Pelletier Library 
in 1976, at which time the room 
became a meeting space for college 
administrators	and	staff.	Craig	and	his	
wife, their son and his wife are at rest 
in lot 148 of  Section 14 .

John Porter
Elected to the Board of  Managers in 1928

died August 11, 1937
Sec . 14, lot 115
John Lupher Porter came to 

Pittsburgh from Oil City, Pennsylvania .  
Porter initially worked at an oil company 
and later was President of  The Union 
Storage Company of  Pittsburgh, a 
position he held for 35 years .  In 1916 
Porter was elected to the Board of  
Trustees for The Carnegie Institute 
of  Technology (now Carnegie Mellon 
University) .   1916 was also the year 
he founded 100 Friends of  Pittsburgh 
Art, a group of  100 people who 
pledged $10 a year towards purchase 
of  artwork from the Associated Artists 
of  Pittsburgh annual exhibition that 
would be donated to and displayed in 
the Pittsburgh Public Schools .  Porter 
was elected to the Board of  Managers 
of  The Homewood Cemetery in 1928, 

serving in that capacity for nine years .  
His position on the board was one 
of  many trustee and board positions 
from which he resigned in 1936 and 
1937 due to poor health and he died 
on August 11, 1937 .  100 Friends of  
Art—now known as The Friends of  
Art--remains active . The collection, 
numbering close to 1000 works, 
remains in the custody of  Pittsburgh 
Public Schools and is widely displayed 
in schools throughout the city . John L . 
Porter and his wife, Augusta, are at rest 
in a small Art Deco/Gothic Revival 
mausoleum, designed and constructed 
by The Campbell and Horigan 
Monument Company of  Pittsburgh in 
1939, on lot 9 of  Section 20 .

James C. Rea.
Elected to the Board of  Managers in 1930 

died December 28, 1973
Sec . 10, lot 125
In his long life James C . Rea 

held	many	 different	 positions,	 both	
in industry and as a civic leader .  
Professionally he was an industrialist, 
(Operating Vice President of  the 
Oliver Iron and Steel Company) 
an administrator, (President of  
West	 Penn	 Hospital)	 and	 financier	
(President of  Dollar Savings Bank, 
Director of  Fidelity Trust Co .) . He 
seems to have applied his business 
acumen to his civic work as he was 
an	 extremely	 effective	 fundraiser.		
The West Penn Hospital Building 
Fund	of 	1953-1954	benefitted	from	
his skill, receiving advance gifts 
under his chairmanship of  over 
$1 .5 million dollars . As a trustee of  
Shadyside Academy, Rea brought 
in such a large percentage of  the 
funding for the new Headmaster’s 
house that in 1931 the board voted 
to name it after him, an honor he 
declined . This talent for fundraising 
landed him a seat on the founding 
board of  the Pittsburgh Foundation 
in 1947, for which he was elected the 
board’s	 first	 Chairman.	 His	 tenure	
on The Homewood Cemetery’s 
Board of  Managers, concurrent with 
many of  his other civic positions, 
began in 1930 . 

In 1965, Rea made a gift of  his 
family’s 23 room home on Woodland 
Road to Chatham University where 
it now serves as a residence hall .  At 
the time of  his death at age 91 in 
1973 James C . Rea was survived 
by 32 grandchildren and 24 great 
grandchildren .

William Allen
Superintendent of  The Homewood Cemetery, 
1907-1935

died December 28, 1935
Sec . 5, lot 28
William Allen was not a member 

of  the Board of  Managers but rather 
Superintendent of  The Homewood 
Cemetery from 1907 until his death 
on December 28, 1935 .  Born in 
Wales and raised in England, Allen 
developed	 a	 love	 of 	 flowers	 and	
gardening early in life .  As a young man 
he worked and studied landscaping 
at the famous Kew Gardens .  In 
1899 he and his wife immigrated 
to Boston to accept the position of  
Assistant Superintendent of  Mount 
Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge . In 
1907 he left that position to become 
Superintendent of  The Homewood 
Cemetery .
At	 the	 first	 Board	 of 	 Managers	

meeting after his death, a Resolution 
was added to the minutes in praise 
of  Allen and his work .  It reads in 
part: “It can be said without fear of  
contradictions that his work here 
marks the period of  growth from a 
small cemetery to the complete unit 
Homewood now is…In Mr . Allen’s 
death, Homewood Cemetery loses 
a faithful superintendent, a man 
of  broad vision and high ideals .” 
[Minutes of  Regular Monthly 
Meeting of  the Board of  Managers, 
The Homewood Cemetery, February 
14, 1936 .]

Mr . Allen and his wife are at rest 
in Lot 28 of  Section 5, close to the 
offices	where	he	worked,	overlooking	
the lily pond . 

 

“79,000 Stories”
7th AnnuAl Founders’ dAy CelebrAtion 

At the homewood Cemetery

Saturday, August 17th, 
Noon to 4pm

 Join us for an afternoon 
of music, food trucks, 
vintage cars, model trains, 
puppets, tours, and stories

Free and Family Friendly!

Watch The Homewood 
Cemetery Historical 
Fund’s Facebook Page for 
updates on performers 
and programs.

Arthur	 Stidum	marked	 the	 first	
anniversary of  his wife’s death 
with a poem that appeared in the 
November 14, 1925 edition of  the 
Pittsburgh Courier.  Featuring 
a photo of  his wife, the poem was 
set	 off	 with	 a	 thick	 black	 border,	
reminiscent of  the mourning 
stationary that was still used by 
many people in 1925 .

Laura Virginia Stidum was 64 
years old when she died .  Her death 
certificate	 lists	 her	 occupation	 as	
“hairdresser,” but census records 
show she had also worked as a 
manicurist and in “chiropody,” 
better known today as podiatry . 
She was active in a variety of  
women’s clubs, including The 
Frances E .W . Harper League and 
the Aurora Reading Club, an 
African American women’s club 
and one of  the nation’s oldest arts 
and cultural organizations still 
extant .   Retired by the time of  his 
wife’s death, Alfred Stidum had 
been one of  several Pennsylvania 
based African American artists 
who found success in the 1880s 
and 1890s .  His portrait of  James 
Garfield	 was	 a	 favorite	 of 	 the	
President’s family and still hangs 
in	 Lawnfield,	 the	 Garfield	 family	
home in Mentor, Ohio . 

“Ever loving, faithful, generous, 
kind and true,” Laura Stidum is 
at rest in Division 8 of  Section 
12 .  A .B . Stidum died in 1929 and 
is at rest in O’Hara Township’s 
Greenwood Cemetery .

 

Memoriam Poem for Laura Stidum, Pittsburgh Courier, November 14, 1925

Headstone for Laura Stidum, Division 8, 
Section 12, The Homewood Cemetery
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“The regular monthly meeting 
of the Board of Managers of 
the Homewood Cemetery, was 
held at the office of the cemetery, 
Dallas and Aylesboro Avenues, 
Pittsburgh, PA, Wednesday, 
June 13, 1934 at 4 o’clock P.M.  
Members present, Mr. James R. 
Mellon, President and Messrs. 
D. M. Clemson, Geo. S. Davison, 
James C. Rea, H.A. Noble, John L. 
Porter and John S. Craig.”  

The minutes of  the June 13, 1934 
meeting were so brief  as to take 
up	 less	 than	 a	 page	 in	 the	 official	
ledger .  Penciled at the bottom of  
that typewritten page is the notation, 
“Photograph of  Board taken/All 
present .”   

The Board of  Managers of  The 
Homewood Cemetery has always 
been comprised of  Pittsburgh’s 
leading citizens .  James Ross Mellon 
may be the only name amongst the 
1934 list that rings a modern bell but 
a quick summary of  each gentleman’s 
career will put the status of  both the 
group and the cemetery into context:

James Ross Mellon
Elected to Board of  Managers in 1896

died October 20, 1934
Sec . 14, lot 97
James Ross Mellon’s involvement 

with the cemetery began just a year 
after the Cemetery was founded 
when he and his brother, Thomas, 
purchased lots in Section 8 .  Mellon 
was 50 years old in 1896 when he was 
elected to The Board of  Managers 
for The Homewood Cemetery .  He 
served on the board for almost 40 
years, during more than half  of  which 
he was President of  the Board .  

Sometime before 1899, Mellon 
purchased lot 97 in Section 14 .  At 
the time Section 14 was relatively new, 
having been laid out in 1890 to provide 
larger lots for larger monuments .  
Mellon’s neighbors in 14 include 
H .C . Frick, H .J . Heinz, and Michael 
Benedum, all of  whom at one time or 
other served on the Cemetery’s Board 

of  Managers .  Cemetery records 
contain no information for the 
mausoleum Mellon erected in Section 
14 .  It was completed by 1899, as 
that is when members of  the Mellon 
family were relocated from Section 
8 to the mausoleum .  J .R . Mellon 
died on October 20, 1934, just four 
months after posing with the other 
Board members for the photo .

More famous than the mausoleum 
is the sculpture in front of  it .  
“Motherless,” by Scottish sculptor 
George Anderson Lawson, had 
originally been placed in the extensive 
gardens of  J .R .’s Negley Avenue 
home .  A redesign of  the gardens 
rendered	 “Motherless”	 superfluous	
and the sculpture was placed in front 
of  the family mausoleum sometime 
between 1936 and 1946 .  

Daniel Clemson
Elected to Board of  Managers in 1909

died April 8, 1936
Sec . 14, lot 161
When the United States Steel 

Corporation was formed in 1901, 
Daniel Clemson was one of  the 
“Carnegie Partners” who became a 
multi-millionaire overnight .  Despite 
this massive windfall, he remained 
with US Steel as a Vice President 
until the mid 1920s . Clemson became 
an incorporator of  The Homewood 
Cemetery in 1909, suggesting that is 
when he purchased lot 161 in Section 
14 .  Cemetery records do not show 
when the family mausoleum was 
erected but it appears to have been 
completed by the time of  his wife, 
Alice’s, death in 1916 .  

Clemson remarried in 1918, his 
bride being the famous mezzo-
soprano Christine Miller .  “The 
romance of  the young choir singer 
and the steel master,” according 
to Clemson’s obituary in The 
Pittsburgh Gazette, “interested all 
of  Pittsburgh .”  The couple enjoyed 
eighteen years together before 
Clemson’s death in 1936 . Christine 
would survive him by 20 years, 
continuing the support the two of  

them had given to such institutions 
as The Third Presbyterian Church 
(where they had met) and the 
Pittsburgh Association for the 
Improvement of  the Poor .  Daniel 
Clemson, Alice Clemson, and 
Christine Miller Clemson share 
the family mausoleum with some 
of  Daniel and Alice’s children and 
their spouses .

George S. Davison
Elected to the Board of  Managers in 1920

died October 3, 1942
Sec . 14, lot 147/149/150
George S . Davison’s connection 

with The Homewood Cemetery 
began upon the death of  his wife, 
Clara, in 1916 . By 1917, Davison 
had purchased three adjoining lots 
in Section 14 upon which he had a 
mausoleum installed .  He was elected 
to the cemetery’s Board of  Managers 
in 1920 . 

Born in 1856, Davison attended 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute where 
he obtained a degree in engineering . 
His early career was in keeping 
with his training; a government job 
making hydrographic surveys of  
the Mississippi River, overseeing 
engineering concerns for the Santa 
Fe Railroad . He eventually became a 
businessman, holding such positions as 
President of  the Pennsylvania Water 
Co.	 and	 also	 of 	 the	 Gulf 	 Refining	
Company .  He did not abandon his 
engineering background, drawing 
on it when he helped to found the 
Pittsburgh Street Railway Company, 
when he designed both the Pittsburgh 
Charleroi Railway System and the 
Pittsburgh Street Railway Co ., all 
at the beginning of  the last century . 
In 1928 he retired from several of  
his concurrent business concerns to 
found the Davison Coke and Iron Co . 
with his son, Alexander .

Davison died at age 86 in 1942 .  
He had never remarried but, at 
the time of  his death, he was the 
grandfather of  six .

Howard Agnew Noble
Elected to the Board of  Managers in 1922

died April 30, 1964
Sec . 14, lot 121
Howard Agnew Noble was 

president of  the Pittsburgh Spring 
and Steel Company, a manufacturing 
concern started by his father in 1902 .  
A successful and well-known business 
man, he was unanimously elected 
to the Board of  Managers of  the 
Cemetery in 1922 .  This honor came 
two years after the death of  both his 
parents, at which point Noble had 
purchased lot 121 in Section 14 .

Noble and his wife, Katherine, 
travelled extensively and by 1920 

they began to make purchasing 
art part of  their travel itineraries . 
Gradually	they	amassed	a	significant	
collection of  European works from 
the 14th through the 18th centuries .  
The Nobles were certainly not the 
only art collectors in post WWI 
Pittsburgh but the period of  works 
on which they focused was not to be 
found in any other local collection .  

Mrs . Noble died June 17, 1954, 
three months after her husband 
resigned from the Board of  
Managers at The Homewood 
Cemetery due to failing eyesight .  
When Mr . Noble passed away in 
1964 his will bequeathed the couple’s 
art collection to The Carnegie 

Museum	of 	Art	in	Pittsburgh,	filling	
a	significant	gap	in	the	collection	of 	
a museum that had been founded to 
focus on contemporary American 
art but which was working to expand 
the scope of  its collection to other 
countries and earlier eras .  Noble’s 
bequest to the Museum included a 
percentage of  his residuary estate 
for the purchase of  other old master 
works .  The $800,000 from his estate 
allowed for the purchase of  ten 
more works, many of  which (along 
with many from the Nobles’ original 
collection) are still on permanent 
display in the Museum’s galleries .  

The Homewood Cemetery 1934 Board of Managers - front row, l-r: William Allen, George S. Davison, John S. Craig, James R. Mellon; 
back row, l-r: John Porter, James C. Rea, Howard A. Noble, Daniel Clemson (The Homewood Cemetery Archives)


