
Pittsburgh is a town known for its grit, hard work, and dedication.  Bill Nunn,

Sr. (nee William Goldwyn Nunn, Jr.) exemplified all of these qualities as a

member of the Pittsburgh Steelers organization.  During his impressive 46-

year tenure as a scout, Nunn focused his efforts on recruiting players from

historically African-American colleges and universities.  He made a

difference in the lives of countless under-represented individuals

throughout his career, at a time when many were fighting for representation

of their basic civil rights.

His stats are certainly impressive.  Throughout his tenure with the Steelers,

Nunn had the distinction of serving on 21 total championship teams over the

course of 38 years:  1972, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1983, 1984, 1992,

1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2008, and 2010.  He

also represented the Steelers organization at six Super Bowls in 1975, 1976,

1979, 1980, 2006, and 2009.  Of those six Super Bowls, the team won each

and every one.

In 2021, Nunn was inducted into Canton's Pro Football Hall of Fame in the

“Contributors” category, which is open to eligible individuals such as

commissioners, owners, general managers, and other executives. This

achievement is made even more notable by the fact that Nunn is “the first

predominant scout to make the Hall of Fame — and the first African-

American front-office executive” (Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, 02/07/21). 

The man who made a difference in the lives of so many is buried in Section

12 at The Homewood Cemetery, and is included on our self-guided tour,

“Talent & Tenacity: Artists, Entertainers, & Sports Stars”. To access this tour,

please visit www.thehomewoodcemetery.com, and scroll to the bottom of the

page for the “Download Our App” option.
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the final score
~ by Lisa Speranza ~

http://www.thehomewoodcemetery.com/?fbclid=IwAR2JTHaK6vn6__OYAajCd_p2373SXrj1X1RZ01ms5pr7ABbUYYlu6ED-LMo
http://www.thehomewoodcemetery.com/?fbclid=IwAR2JTHaK6vn6__OYAajCd_p2373SXrj1X1RZ01ms5pr7ABbUYYlu6ED-LMo
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~ A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT ~

Dear Friends,Dear Friends,
  As we, like so many others, continue to navigate the
difficult terrain of the recent pandemic, we would like to
take this moment to express our gratitude to you for your
essential and ongoing support of The Homewood Cemetery
Historical Fund.
  The peaceful grounds of The Homewood Cemetery have
served as a vital respite for generations of families, and
continue to do so now more than ever.
   As we look forward to brighter days ahead, we continue our
commitment to the past through crucial efforts such as
historic restoration, care and attention to the verdant trees
and sprawling grounds of our nationally-accredited
arboretum, and through providing ongoing educational
resources such as our free mobile tour app.
   The Homewood Cemetery provides a rich legacy of history,
art, architecture, nature, and solace to thousands of visitors
each year.  You are an essential part of those efforts, and
your financial support makes our mission sustainable for
generations yet to come.
  We thank you for your ongoing commitment and
generosity, and are both honored and humbled to join with
you in  our legacy as caretakers of our historic Homewood
Cemetery.
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Frank S. CurtoFrank S. CurtoFrank S. Curto
     rank S. Curto was born as the grandeur of the late 1800s blossomed into the dawn of the early 1900s.  As a young
man,  Curto attended Pittsburgh's Schenley High School, and eventually received his Master of Science degree in
Ornamental Horticulture from the University of Ohio.

FFF

      fter briefly serving with the National Parks service, Curto accepted a position with the Pittsburgh Department of
Parks and Recreation as an Assistant Horticulturalist in 1935.  By 1939, he was working for the famed Phipps
Conservatory.  In 1942, Curto answered the calling of another kind - he joined the Air Force, and served as a Major
during the course of World War II.  After the war, Curto returned from the destruction and chaos, and focused his
efforts on tranquility, growth, and renewal.  He was promoted to head Horticulturalist in the Division of
Conservatories and Gardens for the Parks Department in 1946.

AAA

     urto is without a doubt best-known for his dedicated efforts to the Spring and Fall Flower Shows held annually at
Phipps Conservatory.  For over 30 years, he provided both direction and inspiration for the event, which at times was
attended by more than 250,000 guests per year.  Easter Sunday of 1942 saw more than 16,000 people attend the
conservatory on that day alone.  Curto also worked with the educational programs of noted Pittsburgh organizations
such as Carnegie Mellon University and Buhl Planetarium.  He delighted thousands of passersby with his carefully and
artfully designed creations which adorned the windows of downtown Pittsburgh's Kaufmann's Department Store.

CCC

      n 1962, Curto visited Japan, and brought home a love for the country's gardens.  This was evident a year later when
in 1963, his designs for the Spring Flower Show included a traditional Japanese feature called a torri gate (which
separates the ordinary from the sacred), integrated flowing water, and blended native Japanese stones with brilliant
floral displays.  

III

    n November 15, 1964, Curto celebrated 30 years with Phipps Conservatory.  He held many other notable titles,
including:  secretary-treasurer for the Pennsylvania Nurserymen’s Association, charter member of the Men’s Garden
Club of Allegheny County, member of the Great Lakes Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society, and President
of the Pittsburgh Florists and Gardeners Club.  In 1969, the Men's Garden Club honored Curto with the Johnny
Appleseed Award, which was soon followed by the Society of American Florists honoring him with the Sylvan Award
in 1970.  Later that year, Curto resigned his position due to health issues after serving Phipps Conservatory for 34
years, with 25 of them as a leading architect of their beloved annual flower shows.

OOO

   rank S. Curto departed this world on February 23, 1971, leaving behind a life-long love of flowers that delighted
generations of visitor's to Pittsburgh's famed Phipps Conservatory.  His nickname - "Mister Flower Man" - captured
the very essence of his life's work.  He is now at rest in the tranquil sanctity of The Homewood Cemetery's Quiet
Reflections Mausoleum.  

FFF

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Rhododendron_Society
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THE STORY OF SOL COULSON



Peter Charles ReniersPeter Charles Reniers
Monuments and Memories

~ by Lisa Speranza

Penn Avenue StorefrontPortrait of P.C. Reniers Soldier's Memorial, West Park
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     P.C. Reniers (as he was professionally known) arrived in Pittsburgh in 1850, and the

city was ready for him.  Ample opportunity to develop his skill & repute in the arts of

monument building, furnishings, and interiors were available as the city began to rise.

     From his shop at 914 Penn Avenue, Reniers completed work on the Westinghouse

building, cut the figurines for Pittsburgh's St. Peter & St. Paul Cathedrals, sculpted a

bust of Dr. Thomas Dent Mütter (of Philadelphia's famed Mütter Museum), designed a

striking statue of the Roman god Neptune which once stood outside Dollar Bank

downtown (now located at Phipps Conservatory), and designed the monument for

beloved Civil War General Alexander Hays which still stands in Allegheny Cemetery.

     Each of these masterpieces pale in stature to the Soldiers' Memorial Reniers crafted

(pictured at right) which once stood 40 feet in height, with a 50 foot square base that

included four 6.5 foot tall carvings representing various military branches.  It graced

the top of Monument Hill in Pittsburgh's North Side for many years, where the

campus of CCAC is now located.  Portions of it were relocated to nearby West Park in

1931, where this little-known devotion to Pittsburgh's war dead can still be seen

today.

     In 1894, Reniers died of pneumonia, and was buried in the family plot in

Section 8, Lot 94 of our bucolic grounds.  His legacy did not end with these

monuments, however.  Two of his sons (Thomas & William) continued his

work until at least 1910, with their shop located just outside the gates of

our historic Homewood Cemetery.

       uch as a chisel strikes an imprint upon stone, the works of Peter Charles Reniers have made their imprint

upon the city of Pittsburgh.  Born in Belgium in 1825, Reniers was educated in both Brussels and Paris, the

latter of which provided the foundation for his love of art and burgeoning talent.  In 1848, Reniers was called

upon for a commissioned piece in Cincinnati, and set sail for New York harbor.  As he arrived on her shores,

America so enchanted him that he would never permanently return to his homeland.
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